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Workshop on 

CLIL 
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https://www.slideserve.com/kathie/workshop-on-clil
https://www.slideserve.com/kathie/workshop-on-clil


What is ‘scaffolding’? 

→ Assistance to extend the scope of the 

learning process in the „zone of proximal 

development “ (Vygotsky 1978: 86)  

→Characteristics:  

• input- und output-oriented  

• task-oriented  

• compentence-oriented  

• temporarily or in learning spirals 
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8 Strategies for 

Scaffolding 

Instruction 
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https://www.mshouser.com/teaching-tips/8-strategies-for-scaffolding-instruction
https://www.mshouser.com/teaching-tips/8-strategies-for-scaffolding-instruction
https://www.mshouser.com/teaching-tips/8-strategies-for-scaffolding-instruction


Four types of scaffolding in CLIL 

• Scaffolding in Subject Lessons 

with a Focus on Language 

• Scaffolding with a Focus on 

Disciplinary Content 

• Scaffolding with a Focus on 

Disciplinary Cognition 

• Scaffolding with a Focus on 

(Disciplinary) Culture 

Dr. Susanne Staschen-Dielmann 
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Scaffolding over time 

Scaffolding 

Content 
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https://www.buffalo.edu/catt/teach/develop/build/scaffolding.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/catt/teach/develop/build/scaffolding.html


Scaffolding with the focus on content and 
language 

7 



Input-oriented scaffolding 

Focus on language 

• using appropriate language of instruction 

(comprehensible input, thinking aloud, 

appropriate speech rate, clear articulation) 

• re-activating previous knowledge via mind 

maps, semantic webs, word banks  

• offering key vocabulary and idiomatic 

expressions, e.g. in word lists or annotations  

• emphasising the most relevant terms, e.g. in 

bold print 

Focus on content 

• re-activating previous knowledge, e.g. via mind 

or concept map  

• making goals transparent (e.g. by using an 

advance organiser)  

• visualisations (changing the mode of 

representation, using discontinuous texts like 

graphs, statistics)  

• using bi- or even tri-lingual material  

• pronouncing or highlighting subject specific 

terms and definitions 
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Seidlitz 

Education 
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https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/12/18/teaching-techniques-to-scaffold-reading-for-english-learners/
https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/12/18/teaching-techniques-to-scaffold-reading-for-english-learners/
https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/12/18/teaching-techniques-to-scaffold-reading-for-english-learners/


Graphic organisers 

= visual thinking tools 

that help organise 

information and ideas 

in a way that is easy to 

comprehend and 

internalise. 

• How to choose a 

graphic organiser 

• Graphic Organizers: 

Definitions and Uses 

10 

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/news/how-to-choose-a-graphic-organiser-to-teach-eal-learners-part-one/
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/news/how-to-choose-a-graphic-organiser-to-teach-eal-learners-part-one/
https://www.inspiration-at.com/graphic-organizers/
https://www.inspiration-at.com/graphic-organizers/


Advance organisers 
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Output-oriented scaffolding 

Focus on content 

• showing an example, a model for a process or 

student product  

• staggered learning tasks aimed at authentic 

problem solving (experiments, role play)  

• authentic language product representing 

subject specific communication  

• self-evaluation and assessment grids or 

checklists making subject requirements 

transparent 

Focus on language 

• limiting language production to short formats 

(with sentence starters, gap texts etc.) 

• visualisation of text structures  

• useful phrases for working with disciplinary 

methods  

• including strategies of text production, e.g. 

writing conference, language frames for 

genres 
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https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/04/10/8-ways-to-scaffold-writing-for-english-learners/
https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/04/10/8-ways-to-scaffold-writing-for-english-learners/
https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/04/10/8-ways-to-scaffold-writing-for-english-learners/


Interactive word walls for 
activating vocabulary 

= an organised collection of words (and 

sometimes phrases) displayed on a wall 

or other space in the classroom. 

• Words should be in large letters and in a 

simple font and visible to all students. 

•  Add to the word wall regularly as new 

lessons and terms are introduced to 

students. 
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Text structure visualisation 
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Sentence stems and starters 
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Sentence frames 

= “templates of language” or “ready made chunks of language” 

that allow students to create a well-written sentence because the 

right amount of scaffolding has been provided. 
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Mentor sentences 
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= well-written sentences that come from a novel, 

short story, poem, etc. that are used to spark 

originality and creativity in students 



Language experience approach (LEA) 

= a whole language approach that 

promotes reading and writing through 

the use of personal experiences and 

oral language. 

• Common features: 

• Materials are learner-generated. 

• All communication skills are integrated. 

• Difficulty of vocabulary and grammar 

are determined by the learners own 

language use. 

• Learning and teaching are 

personalized, communicative, creative. 
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Useful sources 

• Content - Training and consultancy (TaC) "CLIL and beyond" for Estonia 16-17 May 2024 

– padlet with all the materials. 

• A Better Way to Teach: How To Use Sentence Frames In The Secondary Classroom 

• A Better Way to Teach: What Are Mentor Sentences and Why Are They So Important For 

Writing Instruction? 

• CAELA: The Language Experience Approach and Adult Learners. 

• Structural Learning: The Zone Of Proximal Development: A Teacher's Guide. 

• Structural Learning: Scaffolding In Education: A Teacher's Guide. 

• The Bell Foundation: EAL Strategies and Great Ideas. 
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https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://padlet.com/ECML/content-training-and-consultancy-tac-clil-and-beyond-for-est-26j2dmc9e3fbdl4e
https://abetterwaytoteach.com/blogs/news/5-ways-to-use-sentence-frames
https://abetterwaytoteach.com/blogs/news/what-is-a-mentor-sentence
https://abetterwaytoteach.com/blogs/news/what-is-a-mentor-sentence
https://cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/LEA.html
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/the-zone-of-proximal-development-a-teachers-guide
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/scaffolding-in-education-a-teachers-guide
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/eal-programme/guidance/classroom-guidance/great-ideas/

